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BAMIDBAR

RABBI, CANTOR, PARENTS, AND FRIENDS: THIS SABBATH MARKS MY BAR
MITZVAH, AN IMPORTANT AND MOST SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE IN MY LIFE. IT
IS A DAY WHICH I NAVE LOOKED FORVARD TO, AND FOR WHICH I HAVE BEEN
DILIGENTLY PREPARING MYSELF. WITH REVERENCE AND GRATITUDE TO GOD

FOR ALLOWING ME TO REACH THIS HAPPY OCCASION, I WISH ALSO TO THANK OUR
RABBI, CANTOR DEAN, RABBI AND REBBETZIN LAZAROFF, RABBI MARINOVSKY,
RABBI TRAXLER, AND THE OTHER TEACHERS AT TORAH DAY SCHOOL WHERE I ’
ATTEND CLASS WHO HAVE ALL RELPED ME SEE THE BEAUTY OF OUR HERITAGE.

MY PARENTS AND I ALSO WISH TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHOSE COMING HERE TODAY
IS HELPING US CELEBRATE THIS SIMCHAH, INCLUDING MY GRANDPARENTS, THE
JEWISH WAR VETERANS, MY FRIENDS FROM SCHOOL AND MY SCOUT TROOP.

I REALIZE FULLY THAT THE OCCASION OF BAR MITZVAH CAN MEAN A GREAT DEAL
AND MAY ALSO MEAN LITTLE, DEPENDING UPON MY OWN REACTION TO THE
CEREMONY. I FULLY INTEND TO LOOX UPON THIS OCCASION AS A RELIGIOUS
EXPERIENCE WHICH WILL BE A STEPPING STONE TO HIGHER SPIRITUAL
ACHIEVEMENT.

Much of today's sedrah is concermed with the counting of the Children
of Isrsel prior to the division of the camp. The counting was of
natural-boran Jevish males only, and this vas the fourth time that
Israel had been counted. The earlier times were:

1) Jacob countimg his household upom entering Egypt
2) Moses counting Israel upon the Exodus from Egypt

3) Moses ceunting Israel after the punishment for the worship of the
Golden Calf

Moshe's brother Aaroa was told to assist Moshe im the count nov, at
the time of the divisiom of the camp, but not after the worship of the
Golden Calf, because Aaron made the GColden Calf, which caused many in
Israel to die.

The twelve leaders of the tribes (the nasi'im) also helped Moshe
Rabbenu with this cemsus. Ephraim snd Menasheh vere counted as
separate tribes, each vwith a leader. A nasi was mot appointed for
Levi, so Moshe understood that the tribe of Levi were to be counted
separately. .

Actually, ome Nidrash says that Cod told Moses that = physical count
vas not necessary, that the numerical value of the names of the tribes
would equal their number, 603,550.

The number of Israelites was lover at the time of the division of the
camp than at the time of the Exodus because of the losses from the
plague after the worship of the Golden Calf.

Rashi says that because God felt a deep love for Israel, God was
constantly counting them. This also demonstrates that in the eyes of
God each and every Jev is important. God treated the Children of
Israel as a shepherd does his sheep, checking each of them constantly
to be sure that none are lost or hurt.
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The book we start today, Bemidbar, which means "in the desert," also
is known as Chomesh Hapekudim, the Book of Numbers, because of the
counting of the Children of Israel twice within the book, in today's
Parshah and also in Pinchas.

The miraculous thing about the census in today's Parshah is that,
although the census before it was taken over six months earlier, the
result vas the same. How is it possible that no one reached the age
of twenty or died out of over 603,000 males in that time? Our
commentators give several possible explanations for this:

1) Men who reached the age of twventy between the two dates were
not counted because census years vere reckomed from ome Rosh
Hoshana to another

2) Only men able to serve in the army were counted, so that some
may have become vell and others become unable to serve during
the period

3) Some of our sages say that the mitzvah of comstructing the
Mishkan, the Tabernacle, protected the Children of Israel so
that not one Jew died during this period

The lesson of today's Parshah is that ve are each important and that
God counts on each of us to carry on our traditions and to transmit
_them to the coming gemerations intact.

AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK ALL OF YOU WHOSE ATTENDANCE HERE TODAY HAS
HELPED TO MAKE THIS A HAPPY OCCASION FOR ME AND MY FANMILY, I PRAY TO
THE ALMIGHTY THAT HE EVER BE WITH NE AND AID ME IN THE FULFILLMENT OF
MY RESOLUTIONS OF THIS DAY, AMENX
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